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Big quake rocks North

BUILDINGS, ROADS
DAMAGED IN CHIANG
RAI BY 6.1-SCALE
EARTHQUAKE AND
AFTERSHOCKS

THE NATION

PEOPLEin Chiang Rai’s Phan dis-
trict ran out of their homes and
buildingsin panicas groundin the
far Northshookduringa6.1-mag-
nitude earthquake yesterday.

Thequake wassostrongitcould
be felt in Bangkok high rises, such
as Baiyoke Tower and Central
World Mall. But no fatalities had
been reported by press time.

Itwasbelieved to be thebiggest
quake recorded with an epicentre
in Thailand. .

The National Disaster Warning
Centre urged people in the affect-
ed area to stay in safe places, as
more aftershocks were expected.
People have also been advised to
follow the centre’s updates closely.

Atpresstime, atleast five after-
shocks - each between 3 and 4 in
magnitude - wererecorded, Burin
Wechbunthung, chief of the
Meteorological Department’s
Seismological Bureau, said.

Aroad in Phan district cracked
when thequaketook placeatabout

6pmyesterdayevening, and a hotel
in Chiang Rung district suffered
damage to its exterior.

Shoppers were seen running
out of the Central Plaza Mall in
Muang district as things began
falling off the shelves, while ceil-
ing tiles at Chiang Rai Airport
began dropping during the quake.

Chalermchai Kositpipat, a Thai
artist famous for religious paint-
ings who built the famous Wat
Rong Khunin Muangdistrict, told
Nation TV that the temple’s high-
rise structure and pagoda - as well
as the hall featuring his paintings
-had been damaged by the quake.
He said he had no idea how the
damage would be repaired.

“The earth shook so violently
thatit feltlike the end of world,” he
said,addingthatthedamage could
not be assessed just yet.

Asian Institute of Technology
seismological expert Dr Penneung
Wanitchai told Nation TV that the
quake could be a main shock, as
there were fault lines all over the
Northand the cumulative stresson
these fault lines had led to this. He
warned that the quake could lead
to other, stronger earthquakes.

Hecalled on peopleliving with-
in a 50-kilometre radius from the
epicentre to stay outside buildings
that have cracks, because there
may be more aftershocks in the
next three or four days.

Penneung said the quake,
which damaged several properties,

News ID: C-140506003029 (6 May 14/05:58)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

was the largest in Thailand since
1935, when a 6.5-magnitude
quake hit Nan province and an
areanear the Lao border.  °
Healsourged officials tosurvey
the damage within a 10-20km
radiusfrom the epicentre and pro-

vide aid to any affected residents.
Theimpact wasalsofeltin other
provincesinthe Northand ancient
sites with structural issues report-
ed cracks and damage.
Chiang Mai residents said they
felt the earth shaking violently for

several minutes, and many shop-
pers at malls and those living in-
buildings higher two storeys ran
out in panic.

Office  worker  Patlada
Pattanodom said the quake’s
impact prompted her to rush out

of her home in Hang Dong dis-
trict.

“I could hear the ceiling creak-
ing loudly, and everything fell out
ofthe shelves. So my husband and
I ran out of the house. We thought
we were going to die,” she said.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax, 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Tuesday 6 May 2014

Volume: 39 No: 54034 Page: 1A(Center)
Col.Inch: 109.04 Ad Value: 163,560 PRValue (x3): 490,680 Clip: Full Color

Headline: Big quake rocks North BUIDINGS, ROADS DAMAGED IN CHIANG RAI BY 6.1-SCALE...

-

@MIKE_CHIANGMAINEWS

Clockwise from
topright: The
headofa
Buddha image
fell off at Wat
Udom Waree;
the quake
causedaroadin
Chiang Raito
crack; the patio
roof of a house
collapsed;
products fell off
shelvesina
minimart; the
famous Wat
Rong Khun,
created by
National Artist
Chalermchai
Kositpipat,
sustained
damage; the
walls of Chiang
Rung Hotel were
found cracked.
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